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SUMMARY 

Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre is a modern building in the brutalist 
architectural style on the site of an existing heritage item from the Victorian period known 
as Bidura House. This report recommends the Central Sydney Planning Committee 
approve the planning proposal at Attachment A to list a well-executed example of late 
20th century institutional architecture at 357 Glebe Point Road, Glebe, in recognition of its 
local heritage significance. Further, the planning proposal seeks to amend the 
development standards for the site to provide for sympathetic development within existing 
building forms.  

Listing the Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre building is recommended by 
an independent heritage assessment completed by Robertson & Hindmarsh in October 
2017.  The City of Sydney commissioned the assessment in response to a request from 
the Heritage Council to investigate the local heritage significance of the remand centre 
building. The Heritage Council made this request in conjunction with a recommendation to 
the Minister that Bidura House should be listed for its state heritage significance. 

The Robertson & Hindmarsh heritage assessment concluded the remand centre building 
has local heritage significance for its historic, associations, aesthetic, social, research and 
rarity value. The building is also assessed as state significant for its historic, association 
and aesthetic value. The assessment found the building is a rare surviving example of a 
purpose-built remand centre and children’s courthouse on a site that has been associated 
with juvenile justice and welfare since the early 20th century. Both Bidura House and the 
remand centre building demonstrate the legacy of significant government architects, 
including Colonial Architect, Edmund Blacket, who designed Bidura House, and NSW 
Government Architects during the 1970s who designed the remand centre. The remand 
centre demonstrates the development of NSW and Australian architecture during the late 
20th century. In particular, it demonstrates how the Government Architects Office 
introduced the restoration of historic public buildings and designed new public works to be 
sympathetic to surrounding 19th century buildings, even before their historic significance 
was recognised by statutory heritage listing.  

The Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre is proposed for demolition in 
a current concept development application lodged in May 2017. This application is now 
the subject of a deemed refusal appeal to the Land and Environment Court.  

The heritage consultant also provided an adaptability assessment to investigate the 
building’s capacity for re-use and redevelopment. This assessment finds the most 
appropriate building envelope is reflected in the existing building envelope, in order to 
retain the assessed heritage significance of both the remand centre building and Bidura 
House, as well as the amenity of surrounding properties. It further identifies that the 
remand centre building is capable of adaptation to a number of new uses, and identifies 
how some change could occur, in a manner that maintains its heritage significance.  
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The existing development standards under the Sydney Local Environmental Plan 2012 
(“SLEP 2012”), including a floor space ratio (FSR) of 1.5:1 and up to 27 metres maximum 
building height, would provide for a scale of development exceeding the existing built form. 
Development to the full extent of the existing FSR and maximum building heights would 
detract from the heritage significance of Bidura House, the remand centre building and the 
surrounding conservation area, and is inconsistent with the heritage conservation 
objectives in SLEP 2012.  

To ensure the SLEP 2012 provides for sympathetic development within the existing 
building envelopes, it is proposed to amend the developments standards to specify that 
maximum building heights match existing structures and remove FSR for the site. 

Progressing this local listing and review of development standards, as recommended and 
supported by independent assessments, will ensure the local heritage significance of this 
building is appropriately considered and maintained as part of future plans or 
redevelopment.  

While Council does not have powers to make an interim heritage order for this site or to 
list the building on the State Heritage Register, Council has authority under section 166(1) 
of the Heritage Act 1977 to submit to the Heritage Council an item of the environmental 
heritage that, in the opinion of Council, is worthy of conservation under the Heritage Act. 
As a consequence of the building’s assessed state heritage significance and the risk of 
demolition, this report notes the recommendation to Council’s Planning and Development 
Committee meeting on 6 November 2017 that Council resolve to submit the Bidura 
Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre building to the Heritage Council as an 
item of environmental heritage worthy of conservation. The recommended submission will 
seek to conserve the building under the Act by nominating it for listing on the State Heritage 
Register and by requesting the Heritage Council to recommend the Minister for Heritage 
place an interim heritage order on the building, while its state significance is investigated. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is resolved that: 

(A) the Central Sydney Planning Committee approve the Planning Proposal: Bidura 
Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre, 357 Glebe Point Road, Glebe, 
shown at Attachment A to the subject report, for submission to the Greater Sydney 
Commission with a request for a gateway determination; 

(B) the Central Sydney Planning Committee note the recommendation to Council’s 
Planning and Development Committee on 6 November 2017 that Council resolve to 
request that the Greater Sydney Commission urgently consider the planning 
proposal, given the current risk of demolition of the Bidura Children’s Court & 
Metropolitan Remand Centre;  

(C) the Central Sydney Planning Committee approve the Planning Proposal: Bidura 
Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre, 357 Glebe Point Road, Glebe, for 
public exhibition in accordance with any conditions imposed under the gateway 
determination;  
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(D) the Central Sydney Planning Committee note the recommendation to Council’s 
Planning and Development Committee on 6 November 2017 that Council delegate 
authority to the Chief Executive Officer to make any minor variations to the planning 
proposal following receipt of the gateway determination; 

(E) the Central Sydney Planning Committee note the recommendation to Council’s 
Planning and Development Committee on 6 November 2017 that Council seek 
authority from the Greater Sydney Commission to exercise the delegation of the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure of all his functions under section 59 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to make the proposed 
amendments to Sydney Local Environmental Plan 2012; 

(F) the Central Sydney Planning Committee note the recommendation to Council’s 
Planning and Development Committee on 6 November 2017 that, pursuant to 
section 166(1) of the Heritage Act 1977, Council submit the Bidura Children’s Court 
& Metropolitan Remand Centre at 357 Glebe Point Road, Glebe, to the Heritage 
Council, an item of the environmental heritage of assessed state significance that, 
in the opinion of Council, is worthy of conservation under the Heritage Act; and 

(G) the Central Sydney Planning Committee note the recommendation to Council’s 
Planning and Development Committee on 6 November 2017 that Council request 
the Chief Executive Officer to complete the submission to the Heritage Council to 
request Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre is conserved under 
the Heritage Act by nominating it for listing on the State Heritage Register and 
requesting that the Heritage Council recommend the Minister for Heritage place an 
interim heritage order on the building while its significance is investigated. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A: Planning Proposal: Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand 
Centre, 357  Glebe Point Road, Glebe (includes heritage and 
adaptability assessments as appendix) 
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BACKGROUND 

Site identification 

1. The Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre is located at 357 Glebe 
Point Road, Glebe, as shown below in the aerial photograph at Figure 1. The site is 
legally described as Lot 1 DP 64069 and has a total site area of 5,556 square metres. 

2. The former state government site is privately owned by Vision Land Glebe Pty Ltd. 

3. The site of Bidura includes two main buildings. The first is a Victorian villa, “Bidura 
House”, designed by the architect, Edmund Blacket, and built 1857-1862, shown in 
the photograph at Figure 2. The second is a purpose-built children’s court and 
remand centre designed in the brutalist style by the NSW Government Architect, 
built in 1983, shown in the photograph at Figure 3. The 1983 building is also known 
as the Metropolitan Remand Centre or MRC. 

4. The Victorian villa is listed as a heritage item in Sydney Local Environmental Plan 
2012 (“SLEP 2012”). The Victorian villa is also listed on the State Heritage Register 
as the “Bidura House Group”. The Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre 
is excluded from the state listing curtilage. The site is also contained within the Glebe 
Point Road heritage conservation area. 

 

Figure 1: Bidura site 

Bidura House 

Bidura Children’s Court & 
Metropolitan Remand Centre  
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Figure 2: Bidura House, rear view from remand centre 

    

Figure 3: Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre 

Planning background 

Recent relevant background - 2017 

5. In April 2017, the Heritage Council resolved to recommend listing the item named 
“Bidura House Group” on the State Heritage Register. The recommended state 
listing excluded the 1983 Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre 
building. The Heritage Council’s minutes note that this recommendation would not 
prevent the future possibility of state listing the remand centre, and reaffirms the 
“potential state heritage significance of the entire allotment as a Child Welfare and 
Juvenile Justice Precinct”. Bidura House Group, excluding the Children’s Court & 
Metropolitan Remand Centre building, was listed on the State Heritage Register on 
28 August 2017. 

6. At the same time as this state listing recommendation, the Heritage Council resolved 
to urge the City of Sydney “to provide heritage protection to the entire Bidura Child 
Welfare and Juvenile Justice Precinct (the entire allotment)”. A later letter received 
in July 2017 clarified that the Heritage Council did not reach a resolution on the likely 
significance of the Metropolitan Remand Centre building and noted it may also reach 
a threshold for local significance. 
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7. In response to the Heritage Council’s request, the City of Sydney commissioned an 
independent heritage assessment from Robertson & Hindmarsh in September 2017. 
This commission included investigating the building’s adaptability, in terms of its 
capacity for re-use and redevelopment in a manner that retains its assessed 
significance. 

8. Completed in October 2017, the heritage assessment by Robertson & Hindmarsh 
recommended that the remand centre be listed as a heritage item in SLEP 2012. 
The adaptability assessment concludes the most appropriate building envelope for 
the site is reflected in the existing building envelope. It further identifies that the 
building is capable of adaptation to a number of new uses, and how some change 
could occur, in a manner that maintains its assessed heritage significance. 

9. The National Trust of Australia and the Australian Institute of Architects recently 
listed the remand centre building in 2017. These are community heritage listings are 
without legal effect. 

10. On 9 May 2017, Council received a Stage 1 concept development application for the 
site from Vision Land Glebe Pty Ltd proposing to retain Bidura House, and demolish 
and redevelop the 1983 Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre 
building for residential apartments. The development application is now the subject 
of a deemed refusal appeal to the Land and Environment Court. The conciliation 
meeting is set for late November 2017 and the court hearing is likely to be held in 
February 2018. 

Earlier relevant background 

2010-2012 

11. In 2010, development standards different to those eventually adopted were originally 
proposed by the City of Sydney. Initially, in September 2010 the draft Sydney LEP 
proposed the height of 9 metres and FSR of 1:1 for the site. The draft Sydney DCP 
proposed a 2-storey height for the site. These controls were recommended in the 
urban design study prepared by HBO + EMTB Urban and Landscape Design. 

12. After consideration of alternate options requested by the City of Sydney, the 
Department of Planning required the current height controls of 27 metres and 9 
metres and the FSR of 1.5:1 be included in the final Sydney LEP. These standards 
were supported by a planning review report prepared by Grech Planners for the 
State Property Authority (the then owner of the site), dated 9 September 2010.  In 
response, the City recommended that a height of 18m be adopted for the central 
portion of the site.  However, the height control of 27m and FSR or 1.5:1 are gazetted 
as a part of SLEP 2012, and came into effect on 14 December 2012. 

2015-2016 

13. On 29 September 2015, an earlier development application also proposed 
demolition of the remand centre and site redevelopment. This was appealed by the 
proponent as deemed refusal in the Land and Environment Court on 12 April 2016.  

14. In June 2016, the Lord Mayor requested the Minister for Heritage to place an interim 
heritage order on the building to enable the City to investigate its potential heritage 
significance and listing. The City of Sydney cannot make an interim heritage order 
using its authorisation under the Heritage Act 1977, because the building is located 
within a heritage conservation area.  
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15. Following a three-day hearing in September 2016, the Land and Environment Court 
dismissed this appeal on 26 October 2016, primarily because of adverse impacts on 
the significance of Bidura House and other non-heritage reasons, including impacts 
on the solar access of neighbouring properties and inadequate separation to 
adjoining sites. 

16. On 2 November 2016, the Minister for Heritage, then Mark Speakman, informed the 
City of his decision not to place an interim heritage order on the remand centre. 

Current planning controls 

17. The site is identified in SLEP 2012 in Schedule 5, Environmental Heritage, as 
follows: 

(a) Heritage item I763: House “Bidura” including interiors, former ball room and 
front garden; and 

(b) Heritage conservation area C29: Glebe Point Road. 

18. The Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre building is not identified 
or described in the schedule and therefore is not captured in the existing heritage 
listing.  

19. SLEP 2012 contains zoning and principal development standards for the site, 
including: 

(a) B2 Local Centre zone, which permits most uses, excluding a range of 
prohibited industrial uses, with the following objectives: 

(i) to provide a range of retail, business, entertainment and community uses 
that serve the needs of people who live in, work in and visit the local 
area; 

(ii) to encourage employment opportunities in accessible locations; 

(iii) to maximise public transport patronage and encourage walking and 
cycling; and 

(iv) to allow appropriate residential uses so as to support the vitality of local 
centres; 

(b) floor space ratio (FSR) of 1.5:1; and 

(c) maximum building heights of 9 metres and 27 metres over different parts of 
the site, as shown in the map extract at Figure 4 below. The 27-metre height 
applies to the area of the site 15 metres from the boundary with Glebe Point 
Road and 50 metres from Avon Street. The 9-metre height applies to the 
remainder of the site. 
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Figure 4: Height of building standards in SLEP 2012 

20. Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 (“DCP 2012”) contains site specific controls 
including: 

(a) maximum heights of 5 and 2 storeys as shown in the map extract at Figure 5 
below; and 

(b) ‘Contributory building’ listing for the site within the Glebe Point Road heritage 
conservation area. 

21. The neighbouring Forsyth towers to the north-west are identified as detracting 
buildings, meaning they detract from the significance of the conservation area. All 
other adjoining buildings are identified as contributory. 

 

Figure 5: Height of buildings in storeys controls in SDCP 2012 
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Assessment of heritage significance 

22. The Heritage Council of NSW guidelines outline seven criteria of local heritage 
significance to determine whether an item warrants local listing. Only one of these 
seven criteria needs to be satisfied at the local level for local heritage listing.  

23. The former Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre building has 
been assessed against the seven Heritage Council criteria and meets the threshold 
for listing as a heritage item of local heritage significance, as set out in the heritage 
assessment completed by Robertson & Hindmarsh in October 2017 included at 
Attachment A. 

24. This assessment was based on an internal and external site inspection and a review 
of existing research from previous assessments and more recent non-statutory 
listings. It also investigated other records and aspects of significance not addressed 
by earlier heritage assessments. Further historic records were uncovered during the 
course of this assessment about the development of the building design, which had 
not been sourced for previous assessments. 

25. This assessment by Robertson & Hindmarsh found that the Bidura Children’s Court 
& Metropolitan Remand Centre building satisfies at least six of the Heritage Council’s 
listing criteria at a local level for its historic, associations, aesthetic, social, research 
and rarity value. The building is also assessed as state significant for its historic, 
association, aesthetic, social and rarity value.  

26. This Robertson & Hindmarsh heritage assessment concluded the building has local 
heritage significance for its historic, associations, aesthetic, social, research and 
rarity value. The assessment found the building is a rare surviving example of a 
purpose-built remand centre and children’s courthouse on a site that has been 
associated with juvenile justice and welfare since the early 20th century. Both Bidura 
House and the remand centre building demonstrate the legacy of significant 
government architects, including Colonial Architect, Edmund Blacket, who designed 
Bidura House, and NSW Government Architects during the 1970s who designed the 
remand centre. The remand centre building demonstrates the development of NSW 
and Australian architecture during the late 20th century. In particular, it demonstrates 
how the Government Architect’s Office introduced the restoration of historic public 
buildings and designed new public works to be sympathetic to surrounding 19th 
century buildings even before their historic significance was recognised by statutory 
heritage listing. The full Robertson & Hindmarsh assessments is in the appendix to 
Attachment A. 

27. The assessment identifies significant features including the building exteriors, pocket 
park, building interiors, and its important visual relationship to Bidura House. The 
exterior is assessed as well-executed with sophisticated modelling that breaks up 
the mass of the building to respond to its urban context. The existing building heights 
and setbacks maintain the intended views from Bidura House towards the central 
business district, Glebe Island and Glebe Island Bridge, and relate to the scale and 
character of the conservation area. The interiors are assessed as a masterful 
composition of form and light in the greatest tradition of modern architecture. The 
assessment recommends retention of the principal characteristics of the major public 
spaces, as part of any internal layout changes. 
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28. The building is assessed as highly intact but suffering from neglect through leaking 
planter boxes, roof, and some areas around skylights. The building still retains the 
wall mural in the main foyer area and some of the court paraphernalia, evidence of 
the carefully thought out calming colour scheme and other interior decoration.  

29. The full assessment against each criterion is contained in the heritage assessment 
appended to the planning proposal in Attachment A.  

Proposed amendments 

30. The planning proposal, provided at Attachment A, seeks to protect the heritage 
significance of the remand centre and provide for its sympathetic redevelopment. A 
further objective is to align the existing item description of Bidura House with the 
recent State Heritage Register listing.  

31. The proposed amendments to SLEP 2012 to achieve this intent are to: 

(a) list the former Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre building 
at 357 Glebe Point Road, Glebe, as a heritage item in Schedule 5; 

(b) update the existing heritage item description for Bidura House in Schedule 5 
to reflect the State Heritage Register listing for the “Bidura House Group”; and 

(c) amend the height and floor space ratio standards for Bidura House and the 
former Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre building at 357 
Glebe Point Road, Glebe, to reflect existing building envelopes. 

32. The planning proposal recommends that the heritage listing and amended 
development controls for the Bidura House Group and former Bidura Children’s 
Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre building at 357 Glebe Point Road, Glebe, 
proceed for public exhibition following receipt of a gateway determination from the 
Greater Sydney Commission.  

33. Should the Central Sydney Planning Committee (CSPC) and Council endorse the 
attached planning proposal for exhibition and consultation, it will be forwarded to the 
Greater Sydney Commission in accordance with section 56 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979. The Greater Sydney Commission or its 
delegate in the Department of Planning and Environment will then provide a gateway 
determination to either proceed – with or without variation – to consultation, or to 
resubmit the planning proposal.  

34. Public exhibition of the planning proposal would then commence. The outcomes of 
the public exhibition would then be reported to the CSPC and Council. 

35. This report notes the recommendation to Council’s Planning and Development 
Committee meeting on 6 November 2017 that Council request that the Greater 
Sydney Commission assess the application for a gateway determination urgently, 
given the imminent consideration of an application to demolish the building by the 
Land and Environment Court. 
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Development standards  

36. Robertson & Hindmarsh’s adaptability assessment of the Bidura Children’s Court & 
Metropolitan Remand Centre building examined the capacity for redevelopment and 
re-use of the former justice building. This finds the most appropriate building 
envelope for the site is determined by the existing building envelope, in order to 
retain the assessed heritage significance of both the remand centre building and 
Bidura House and the amenity of surrounding properties. It further identifies that the 
remand centre building is capable of adaptation to a number of new uses, and 
identifies how some change could occur, in a manner that maintains its assessed 
heritage significance. 

37. The assessment recommends that building heights and setback controls for the site 
should follow the outline of existing buildings with no further increase. Part of the 
significance of the building is that the design was developed, revised and modelled 
with great care by the Public Works Department, with intervention by then Premier 
Neville Wran, to respond to the scale of surrounding terrace housing, be sited below 
Bidura House, and safeguard the amenity of citizens. The existing building envelope 
also maintains significant views from the rear verandah of Bidura House, where 
Conrad Martens painted and gave art lessons to both Blacket and his daughter.  

38. The existing building heights vary across the site, as shown in the long cross section 
for the Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre at Figure 6 below.  

 

Figure 6: Original section by Project Architect, A Milcz, of the Bidura Children’s 
Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre building, showing differing building heights 

39. In relation to appropriate uses, the assessment provides examples of adaptation of 
major brutalist complexes to demonstrate what can be achieved, including the 
Barbican Centre and the National Theatre on the London South Bank. The 
assessment concludes the buildings could be adaptively re-used for any of the uses 
permissible in the zone. The remand centre’s construction and planning provides 
flexibility for use by one or multiple tenants. Uses identified include commercial, 
educational, medical, day spas, recreation, and community, such as sporting 
activities using the auditorium or pool, meeting rooms or adult education classes, or 
a combination of these. For residential options, it concludes the building is more 
suited to student accommodation with shared common rooms, noting that apartment 
uses would be problematic other than for the upper levels. 
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40. The assessment recommends the floor area of the building is only increased by 
potential excavation under the remand centre building or roofing over of the Boy’s 
recreation terrace on Level F. It also indicates that the internal layouts can be altered 
after recording, while retaining the principal characteristics of the major public 
spaces. These may alter the floor space ratio. 

41. The existing development standards in SLEP 2012 of 1.5:1 floor space ratio (FSR) 
and up to 27-metres building height provide for a scale of development far exceeding 
the existing built form. The City of Sydney’s Floor Space and Employment Survey 
estimates the buildings on the site, including the remand centre and Bidura House, 
currently provide for 6,069 square metres of gross floor area, which is equivalent to 
approximately 0.9:1.  

42. Development of the site to the existing maximum FSR and/or maximum building 
heights in SLEP 2012 would detract from the heritage significance of Bidura House, 
the remand centre and the surrounding conservation area, and would be 
inconsistent with the heritage conservation objectives in SLEP 2012. 

43. To ensure the SLEP 2012 provides for appropriate development within the existing 
building envelopes, and development standards align with the heritage conservation 
objectives, it is proposed to amend the developments standards to: 

(a) specify that building heights shall not be greater than the existing buildings at 
any point on the land; and 

(b) remove the FSR applying to this site. 

44. This approach prevents the need to prescribe an FSR and multiple building heights 
across the site, given the two differing building types and complex building forms 
contained on the site. By removing FSR, rather than specifying a new FSR to reflect 
the existing building’s gross floor area, this allows greater flexibility to potentially 
achieve additional floor space for new uses within the existing building envelopes, 
such as through excavation, change of use or enclosure. 

Delegation of Minister’s plan-making functions 

45. In October 2012, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure delegated his plan-
making functions to councils to improve the local plan-making process. In December 
2012, Council resolved to accept the delegation. Following the making of the Greater 
Sydney Commission Act 2015 in January 2016, the Minister’s delegation is now 
taken to mean the Greater Sydney Commission’s delegation. 

46. Council needs to receive an authorisation on a case by case basis to exercise the 
delegation. The authorisation is given through the gateway process and may be for 
spot re-zonings consistent with surrounding zones and matters of local significance. 
Exercising the delegation means a faster plan-making process. 

47. The report notes the recommendation to the Council’s Planning and Development 
Committee meeting on 6 November 2017 that Council seek authority to exercise the 
delegation of the Greater Sydney Commission for all functions under section 59, of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, to list the Bidura Children’s 
Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre and modify the development standards. 
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Heritage Act conservation 

48. In relation to the assessed state heritage significance of the remand centre building 
and its appropriate conservation under the Heritage Act 1977, Council does not have 
the power to make an interim heritage order for this site or to list the building on the 
State Heritage Register. These decisions for the site under the Heritage Act are 
made by the Heritage Council of NSW and the Minister for Heritage.  

49. Council has authority under section 166(1) of the Heritage Act 1977 to submit to the 
Heritage Council an item of the environmental heritage, that in the opinion of Council, 
is worthy of conservation under the Heritage Act. As a consequence of the building’s 
assessed state heritage significance and the risk of demolition, this report notes the 
recommendation to Council’s Planning and Development Committee meeting on 6 
November 2017 that Council submit the Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan 
Remand Centre building to the Heritage Council. The recommended submission will 
seek to conserve the building under the Act by nominating it for listing on the State 
Heritage Register and by requesting the Heritage Council to recommend the Minister 
for Heritage place an interim heritage order on the building, while its significance is 
investigated.  

50. Section 166 of the Heritage Act requires the Heritage Council to consider these 
submissions, and notify Council of its recommendations made as a result. This may 
include recommendations to the Minister for Heritage for action under the Heritage 
Act. 

KEY IMPLICATIONS 

Strategic Alignment - Sustainable Sydney 2030 Vision 

51. Sustainable Sydney 2030 is a vision for the sustainable development of the City to 
2030 and beyond.  It includes 10 strategic directions to guide the future of the City, 
as well as 10 targets against which to measure progress.  The planning proposal is 
aligned with the following SS2030 strategic directions and objectives: 

(a) Direction 7 – A Cultural and Creative City. The planning proposal identifies the 
Bidura Children’s Court & Metropolitan Remand Centre as a local heritage 
item, allowing the building to be retained and allowing present and future 
generations to understand the breadth of Australia’s architectural heritage to 
the late 20th century. The identification will ensure any future development of 
the site considers the heritage value and significance of the site and 
encourages its sympathetic adaptive re-use. 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

52. The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Regulation 2000; and Heritage Act 1977. 
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CRITICAL DATES / TIME FRAMES 

53. The gateway notice issued by the Greater Sydney Commission will determine the 
length of time for public exhibition, and the timeframe for the completion of the Local 
Environmental Plan amendment process. This report notes the recommendation to 
the Council’s Planning and Development Committee meeting on 6 November 2017 
that Council request that the Greater Sydney Commission consider the request for 
a gateway determination as soon as possible. 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

54. The public authority consultation and exhibition process for the planning proposal 
will be subject to the conditions on the gateway determination issued by the Greater 
Sydney Commission. The consultation will take place in accordance with the 
gateway determination under section 56 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 and the relevant provisions of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2000. 

55. The planning proposal is considered to be a low impact proposal that would normally 
warrant a 14 day exhibition with notification: 

(a) on the City of Sydney website; 

(b) in newspapers that circulate widely in the City of Sydney Local Government 
Area; and 

(c) in writing to the owners, the adjoining landowners, relevant community groups, 
and the surrounding community in the immediate vicinity of the sites. 

56. Following any public authority consultation and public exhibition, the outcomes 
would be reported to the CSPC and Council. 
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